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119TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. RES. ll 

Expressing support for the designation of October 5, 2026, as the ‘‘National 

Beyond the Milky Way Day’’ and celebrating a transformative achieve-

ment in American science. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Ms. CHU submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the 

Committee on lllllllllllllll 

RESOLUTION 
Expressing support for the designation of October 5, 2026, 

as the ‘‘National Beyond the Milky Way Day’’ and cele-

brating a transformative achievement in American 

science. 

Whereas, on October 5, 1923, Carnegie Science astronomer 

Edwin Powell Hubble, working overnight at the institu-

tion’s Mount Wilson Observatory in the San Gabriel 

Mountains above Pasadena, California, identified a Ceph-

eid variable star in what was then thought to be the An-

dromeda Nebula; 

Whereas Hubble’s observation built upon the groundbreaking 

work of Harvard University astronomer Henrietta Swan 
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Leavitt, whose discovery of the period-luminosity relation-

ship of Cepheid variable stars provided a reliable method 

for measuring astronomical distances in the cosmos; 

Whereas the application of Leavitt’s Law enabled Hubble to 

determine that Andromeda was beyond the boundaries of 

the Milky Way galaxy; 

Whereas this discovery demonstrated that Earth’s galaxy is 

not the entirety of the universe, but rather one among 

countless other galaxies in the vastness of the universe; 

Whereas this achievement fundamentally transformed human-

ity’s understanding of its place in the cosmos and ranks 

among the most significant scientific discoveries in 

human history; 

Whereas this breakthrough was accomplished due to Amer-

ican scientific leadership, innovation, and investment in 

scientific research and infrastructure; 

Whereas Carnegie Science is celebrating a significant institu-

tional anniversary and has, for more than a century, ad-

vanced scientific discovery and altered humanity’s under-

standing and perspective of the natural world in which 

humans exist; 

Whereas Carnegie Science and its facilities on Mount Wilson 

Observatory have played pivotal roles in advancing hu-

manity’s understanding of the cosmos; 

Whereas the discovery of the existence of galaxies beyond the 

Milky Way galaxy laid the foundation for modern cos-

mology and enabled subsequent discoveries regarding the 

scale, structure, and evolution of the universe; 

Whereas discoveries of this magnitude inspire future genera-

tions of scientists, engineers, educators, and students, 
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and demonstrate the value of scientific inquiry and explo-

ration; 

Whereas the discovery of the universe beyond the Milky Way 

galaxy is a lasting reminder that transformative scientific 

achievements are accomplished through collaboration of 

scientists and engineers, and by the investment in re-

search across generations; 

Whereas southern California has served as an international 

center for astronomical research and innovation for over 

a century; 

Whereas the anniversary of October 5 is an opportunity to 

reflect upon one of humanity’s greatest intellectual 

achievements and celebrate the ongoing pursuit of sci-

entific knowledge; and 

Whereas October 5, 2026, would be an appropriate date to 

designate as the ‘‘National Beyond the Milky Way Day’’: 

Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives— 1

(1) recognizes the anniversary of the discovery 2

of the universe beyond the Milky Way galaxy; 3

(2) commemorates the historic observation 4

made by Carnegie Science astronomer Edwin Hubble 5

at Mount Wilson Observatory during an observing 6

run that started the night of October 5, 1923; 7

(3) honors the contributions of Henrietta Swan 8

Leavitt, whose scientific work made the discovery 9

possible; 10

VerDate Nov 24 2008 15:56 Sep 11, 2026 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 C:\USERS\LMANDERSON\APPDATA\ROAMING\SOFTQUAD\XMETAL\11.0\GEN\C\CHU_0
September 11, 2026 (3:56 p.m.)

G:\M\19\CHU\CHU_069.XML

g:\VHLD\091126\D091126.011.xml           (1085797|3)



4 

(4) recognizes the revolutionary contributions of 1

the Carnegie Science Observatories and the broader 2

astronomical community to scientific advancement 3

and human understanding of the universe; 4

(5) encourages educational institutions, sci-5

entific organizations, museums, observatories, and 6

communities throughout the United States to com-7

memorate this historic milestone through science, 8

technology, engineering, and mathematics education, 9

other educational programs, and public engagement; 10

and 11

(6) celebrates the spirit of discovery, innovation, 12

and scientific exploration that continues to expand 13

humanity’s understanding of the universe. 14
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H. RES. __

Expressing support for the designation of October 5, 2026, as the “National Beyond the Milky Way Day” and celebrating a transformative achievement in American science.




IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Ms. Chu submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on _______________




RESOLUTION

Expressing support for the designation of October 5, 2026, as the “National Beyond the Milky Way Day” and celebrating a transformative achievement in American science.

Whereas, on October 5, 1923, Carnegie Science astronomer Edwin Powell Hubble, working overnight at the institution’s Mount Wilson Observatory in the San Gabriel Mountains above Pasadena, California, identified a Cepheid variable star in what was then thought to be the Andromeda Nebula;


Whereas Hubble’s observation built upon the groundbreaking work of Harvard University astronomer Henrietta Swan Leavitt, whose discovery of the period-luminosity relationship of Cepheid variable stars provided a reliable method for measuring astronomical distances in the cosmos;


Whereas the application of Leavitt’s Law enabled Hubble to determine that Andromeda was beyond the boundaries of the Milky Way galaxy;


Whereas this discovery demonstrated that Earth’s galaxy is not the entirety of the universe, but rather one among countless other galaxies in the vastness of the universe;


Whereas this achievement fundamentally transformed humanity’s understanding of its place in the cosmos and ranks among the most significant scientific discoveries in human history;


Whereas this breakthrough was accomplished due to American scientific leadership, innovation, and investment in scientific research and infrastructure;


Whereas Carnegie Science is celebrating a significant institutional anniversary and has, for more than a century, advanced scientific discovery and altered humanity’s understanding and perspective of the natural world in which humans exist;


Whereas Carnegie Science and its facilities on Mount Wilson Observatory have played pivotal roles in advancing humanity’s understanding of the cosmos;


Whereas the discovery of the existence of galaxies beyond the Milky Way galaxy laid the foundation for modern cosmology and enabled subsequent discoveries regarding the scale, structure, and evolution of the universe;


Whereas discoveries of this magnitude inspire future generations of scientists, engineers, educators, and students, and demonstrate the value of scientific inquiry and exploration;


Whereas the discovery of the universe beyond the Milky Way galaxy is a lasting reminder that transformative scientific achievements are accomplished through collaboration of scientists and engineers, and by the investment in research across generations;


Whereas southern California has served as an international center for astronomical research and innovation for over a century;


Whereas the anniversary of October 5 is an opportunity to reflect upon one of humanity’s greatest intellectual achievements and celebrate the ongoing pursuit of scientific knowledge; and


Whereas October 5, 2026, would be an appropriate date to designate as the “National Beyond the Milky Way Day”: Now, therefore, be it


Resolved, That the House of Representatives— 


(1) recognizes the anniversary of the discovery of the universe beyond the Milky Way galaxy;


(2) commemorates the historic observation made by Carnegie Science astronomer Edwin Hubble at Mount Wilson Observatory during an observing run that started the night of October 5, 1923;


(3) honors the contributions of Henrietta Swan Leavitt, whose scientific work made the discovery possible;


(4) recognizes the revolutionary contributions of the Carnegie Science Observatories and the broader astronomical community to scientific advancement and human understanding of the universe;


(5) encourages educational institutions, scientific organizations, museums, observatories, and communities throughout the United States to commemorate this historic milestone through science, technology, engineering, and mathematics education, other educational programs, and public engagement; and


(6) celebrates the spirit of discovery, innovation, and scientific exploration that continues to expand humanity’s understanding of the universe.
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 IV 
 119th CONGRESS 
 2d Session 
 H. RES. __ 
 IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
  
  
  Ms. Chu submitted the following resolution; which was referred to the Committee on _______________ 
 
 RESOLUTION 
 Expressing support for the designation of October 5, 2026, as the  National Beyond the Milky Way Day and celebrating a transformative achievement in American science. 
 
  
  Whereas, on October 5, 1923, Carnegie Science astronomer Edwin Powell Hubble, working overnight at the institution’s Mount Wilson Observatory in the San Gabriel Mountains above Pasadena, California, identified a Cepheid variable star in what was then thought to be the Andromeda Nebula; 
  Whereas Hubble’s observation built upon the groundbreaking work of Harvard University astronomer Henrietta Swan Leavitt, whose discovery of the period-luminosity relationship of Cepheid variable stars provided a reliable method for measuring astronomical distances in the cosmos; 
  Whereas the application of Leavitt’s Law enabled Hubble to determine that Andromeda was beyond the boundaries of the Milky Way galaxy; 
  Whereas this discovery demonstrated that Earth’s galaxy is not the entirety of the universe, but rather one among countless other galaxies in the vastness of the universe; 
  Whereas this achievement fundamentally transformed humanity’s understanding of its place in the cosmos and ranks among the most significant scientific discoveries in human history; 
  Whereas this breakthrough was accomplished due to American scientific leadership, innovation, and investment in scientific research and infrastructure; 
  Whereas Carnegie Science is celebrating a significant institutional anniversary and has, for more than a century, advanced scientific discovery and altered humanity’s understanding and perspective of the natural world in which humans exist; 
  Whereas Carnegie Science and its facilities on Mount Wilson Observatory have played pivotal roles in advancing humanity’s understanding of the cosmos; 
  Whereas the discovery of the existence of galaxies beyond the Milky Way galaxy laid the foundation for modern cosmology and enabled subsequent discoveries regarding the scale, structure, and evolution of the universe; 
  Whereas discoveries of this magnitude inspire future generations of scientists, engineers, educators, and students, and demonstrate the value of scientific inquiry and exploration; 
  Whereas the discovery of the universe beyond the Milky Way galaxy is a lasting reminder that transformative scientific achievements are accomplished through collaboration of scientists and engineers, and by the investment in research across generations; 
  Whereas southern California has served as an international center for astronomical research and innovation for over a century; 
  Whereas the anniversary of October 5 is an opportunity to reflect upon one of humanity’s greatest intellectual achievements and celebrate the ongoing pursuit of scientific knowledge; and 
  Whereas October 5, 2026, would be an appropriate date to designate as the  National Beyond the Milky Way Day: Now, therefore, be it 
  
  That the House of Representatives— 
  (1) recognizes the anniversary of the discovery of the universe beyond the Milky Way galaxy; 
  (2) commemorates the historic observation made by Carnegie Science astronomer Edwin Hubble at Mount Wilson Observatory during an observing run that started the night of October 5, 1923; 
  (3) honors the contributions of Henrietta Swan Leavitt, whose scientific work made the discovery possible; 
  (4) recognizes the revolutionary contributions of the Carnegie Science Observatories and the broader astronomical community to scientific advancement and human understanding of the universe; 
  (5) encourages educational institutions, scientific organizations, museums, observatories, and communities throughout the United States to commemorate this historic milestone through science, technology, engineering, and mathematics education, other educational programs, and public engagement; and 
  (6) celebrates the spirit of discovery, innovation, and scientific exploration that continues to expand humanity’s understanding of the universe. 
 


